
 

Volume 90, Issue 3 

Slovene American Club 

Special articles of  

interest: 
 

 Quarterly Membership 

Meeting 

 Donations 

 Calendar of Events 

 Flyers of Upcoming Events 

October 2016 

The S.A.C. Newsletter is  
published 4 times a year by the 

Slovene American Club. 
 

SAC Website: 
www.sloveneamericanclub.com 

 

President 
Herb Schroeder 

 

Vice President 
Mike Masten 

 

Recording & Corresponding  
Secretary 

Gayle Chase 
 

Treasurer 
Anita Koscak 

 

Trustees 
Paul Perko 

Bonnie Weber 

 

Sergeant-At-Arms 
Tom Bernick 

 

Building Maintenance Manager 
Mike Masten 

 

SAC e-mail 
email: gjchase0425@yahoo.com  

 

HOME OF THE S.A.C. BUTTON BOX CLUB 

N ow that summer is 

over and everyone is back 

from vacation, it would 

be nice to see a larger 

attendance for our quar-

terly meeting. This meet-

ing is important because 

nominations will be made 

for the Board positions 

for next year. To be eligi-

ble for nomination, you 

must be a member in 

good standing and have 

attended three of our four 

quarterly meetings dur-

ing the past year. You 

can  submit your nomina-

tion to an Election Com-

mittee member or to a 

Board member.  

An added incentive to 

come to the meeting is 

that you might be the 

lucky person who wins 

the  $50 attendance 

award.  

At the July Membership 

Meeting, Frank Tehovnik 

was the lucky winner. 

Building Fund prize win-

ners were Rudy 

Martin - $100, 

Carolyn Tehovnik 

- $60 and Vencl 

Rezler - $40.  

Dinner will be served at 

6:00 p.m.— reservations 

are not required, however 

food is limited. The cost 

is a donation to the club.  

The meeting will be held 

at 7:00 p.m. There will be 

a bakeless bake sale at 

the meeting. 

Assistant to Treasurer, 

Fran Adamic, will be 

collecting dues for 2016, 

before and after the 

meeting. Annual dues are 

$25 per year.  If you have 

not already paid, please 

do so as soon as possible 

to remain a member in 

good standing so that you 

can make purchases from 

the bar. 

Updating your address & 

email address will help 

us keep you informed of 

upcoming events. 

Y ou probably have a favorite 
chili recipe that your family 

and friends enjoy. Why not partici-
pate in the next Chili Cook Off on 
Saturday, September 24? 

Even if you prefer to leave the 
cooking to others, come to enjoy 
tasting the chili recipes of the day.  

People interested in cooking 
should contact either Barb Hopper 
(734-771-7623) or Mike Masten 
(734-368-2240).   

Chefs preparing chili should have 
their food at the club by 4:00 pm. 

Our chefs pay $5.00 to submit 
their chili, and tasters pay $5.00 
for their tray of samples. The doors 
open at 5:00 pm for tasting.  

Bring your dol-
lars for voting 
for your chili 
favorites! We 
hope to see you 
there. 

5th Annual Ford Hopper      

Memorial Chili Cook-Off  

 T he SAC building has been sold and will 

be turned over to the new owners about 

Dec. 1, 2016. A separate article is included in 

this newsletter on the disposal of the contents 

of the building. 

This sale requires an adjustment to our By-

laws, as discussed in previous newsletters and 

at the April and July Membership meetings, 

to allow a change of address. 

Enclosed with your newsletter is a postage 

paid return postcard, to allow you to vote on 

the proposed bylaws change. Please cast your 

vote on the postcard and mail it so that it ar-

rives prior to the October Membership meet-

ing on Friday, Oct 21, 2016. Doing so will per-

mit your vote to be counted toward the re-

quired majority vote.  Please respond asap.  

This change will remove the Allen Rd address 

from the bylaws, and allow the use of a post 

office box for our club correspondence.  
 

  Thank you, 

  Michael Masten, V.P. 
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T he SAC picnic that was 

held on Sunday, July 31, 

2016, was the last major event 

that would be held at the club, 

now that the building has been 

sold.  All members have been 

made aware of the circumstances 

that forced the Board to make 

the decision to sell the building, 

by the articles that were pub-

lished in the Newsletter, and by 

the discussions that were made 

at Board and Membership meet-

ings.  

There were approximately 270 

people who attended the picnic, 

the largest number ever to at-

tend an event at the club in the 

last several years.  No doubt the 

picnic was a bitter sweet event, 

and it carried a feeling of sadness 

for everyone who was saying 

farewell to the club that provided 

so much enjoyment to so many, 

for so many years.  However, de-

spite the impending closing of the 

club, everyone still enjoyed the 

fun and camaraderie that was 

shared by the guests at the pic-

nic, and the event definitely over-

shadowed any sad feelings about 

the closing of the club.  The 

theme for the picnic was “A Walk 

Down Memory Lane”, a fitting 

title for memories that were 

Due to the sale of the building, it 
is necessary that we hold a 
“Garage Sale” to liquidate the 
building furnishings. On Friday, 
November 18, 2016 at 12 noon, 
the building will be open to the 
membership only, to browse and 
purchase the building furnish-

ings. 

On Saturday, November 19, 2016, 
the sale will be open to the general 
public. The tables and chairs will 
not be included, as they are in-
cluded in the sale of the building, 

but everything else needs to go. 

The furnishings include all of the 
glassware, pitchers, shot glasses, 
cleaning supplies, coat racks, and 

shared during the 40 plus years 

that the club was in existence. 

The joint sponsors for the picnic 

were the SAC club, and the local 

Slovenian SNPJ Lodges, Young 

American No. 564, Wolverine No. 

677, and No. 518.  Each of the 

sponsors provided financial assis-

tance, as well as assistance by its 

members to work at various jobs 

throughout the day.  Unfortunate-

ly, the profit for the event was not 

as good as had been expected, and 

it resulted in a financial loss of 

$58.46 for each of the sponsors who 

each had initially donated $1000 

towards the picnic expenses.  De-

spite the financial disappointment, 

the event was a great success, and 

it will be remembered as one of the 

most memorable social events ever 

held at the Slovene American Club. 

Thanks are extended to everyone 

who offered assistance in any way, 

and who also provided cash, prize 

and baked goods donations.  SAC 

Vice President Mike Masten ar-

ranged for the tent, outdoor bench-

es and fencing, and also prepared 

the food that was served from the 

kitchen.  Gayle Chase organized 

the photos that were posted of the 

events that had taken place at the 

club over the years. Tom Bernick 

arranged for the State picnic li-

cense, Paul Perko kept track of the 

prize donations, and Ed Adamic 

made all of the signs needed for 

the event.  Various workers took 

turns to assist at the entrance 

gate, in the kitchen, at the bar, and 

for selling the tickets for the priz-

es.  Klaudia Kovac, granddaughter 

of member Irene Kovac, took on 

two volunteer positions for the en-

tire picnic: baked goods and ticket 

sales for the final raffle.  Club and 

guest musicians provided musical 

entertainment in the outdoor tent 

for guests who were unable to find 

seating in the hall. 

The featured musicians were the 

Klancnik and Friends band, and 

their “high energy” performance 

was a special treat for everyone to 

hear.  The leader of the band was 

Eddie Klancnik, son of the de-

ceased SAC member and band 

leader, Gaylord Klancnik.  The 

band was made up of musicians 

from four States, Michigan, Ohio, 

Pennsylvania and Colorado.  Eddie 

also designed and prepared the 

flyer for the picnic, which included 

all of the information needed about 

the picnic. 

Sale of  Bui lding Assets 
all the contents of the kitchen. 
There are also some larger items, 
such as the kitchen stove, refrig-
erator, beverage coolers, coffee 

pots, and deep fryers. 

Please plan on coming down to 

shop. 



 General donations: 

Donations 
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A  minimum of two, and up to five members in good 

standing, are needed for the 2016 Election Com-

mittee.  Please contact any current Board member if 

interested.  A sign-up notice has been posted in the club 

room. 

 Election Committee 

2016 Annual SAC Picnic donations: 

Mike Masten, a donation of 270 can cozies given 
to people buying a ticket. 

Mike Masten & Gayle Chase, a donation of two 
$50.00 restaurant gift cards. 

Bob & Mary Olesko, a donation of a backware 
basket, wine basket, Christmas basket, bottle of 
Crown Royal & a bottle of Suphi Vodka. 

Beth & Dennis Uhlik, three bottles of Crown 
Royal liquor. 

Fran & Eddie Adamic, a donation of $25.00 & a 
bottle of Grant’s scotch whiskey. 

Milka Martincic, a donation of an ethnic food 
basket. 

Bonnie & Jim Weber, a donation of $50 in cash. 

Karen Tiede & George Goijtan, a donation of a 
wine & whiskey basket. 

Irene & Claudia Kovac, a movie basket & a 
Mexican basket. 

Rudy Zornik, a donation of $100.00 for the pic-
nic tent. 

Wanda & Vik Zakrajsek, a bottle of Christian 
Brothers Brandy. 

Ljubica & Branko Spahich, donation of Arbor 
Mist Moscato & Cabernet Sauvignon wines. 

Ken Pankotai, a donation of $20 in cash & a 
potted plant. 

Mary Lou Down, a donation of organic jams & 
jellies. 

Debbie Rote, a donation of three $5 gift certifi-
cates to Holy Cow Creamery. 

Darleen & Jerry Stachowiak, a donation of a 
candy basket. 

Helen Brillhart, a donation of a celosia plant. 

Milka Martincic & Ljubica Spahich, donated the 
potato salad. 

Fran Adamic & Sharon Dowling, donated the 
cole slaw. 

 

 

 

N ow that the building and property sale is 

drawing near, I will have time this winter 

to continue on with the SAC cookbook that I start-

ed a few years ago.  If anyone has recipes they 

would like included in the cookbook, please write 

them down with all ingredients and directions, and 

send them to me by the end of December, 2016. 

The plan is to complete the book and get it printed 

by early summer.  You can email recipes to me at 

mbmasten@hotmail.com,  or mail them to me at 

8156 Robinson Ave, Allen Park, MI 48101. 

Thank you and Dober Tek.  

Mike Masten. 

SAC Cookbook 



Deceased Members:     

        Member Pete Benvin, died July 27, at age 

 100. 

Deceased Former Members:     

        Joe Follmer, died on August 8, at age 77. 

        Wanda Guzik, died on April 23, at age 91.  

 

 

 

 
                  

Sick Members: 

Fran Adamic 

Stella Boguslaw 

Tony Laudazio 

Ken Pankotai Sr. 

Chris Schroeder 

Bill Romanski 

Carolyn Tehovnik 

Charlie Tomecek 

Ceil & Steve Urbanec 

Frank Wienclaw 

Don Yurkovich 

 
 

 
 

Our thoughts & prayers  
are with all of you. 
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Recent Deceased And 

Sick Members The Slovene American Club (SAC) is the successor of the 

Slovenian Worker’s Home Society (SWH), which was 

founded on May 9, 1926, and was located on the west 

side of Detroit.   

The Slovene American Club welcomes all ethnicities to 

delight in the traditional music of each culture. The Club 

has its own SAC Button Box Band (formed February 8, 

1977) that plays each Friday evening and occasionally 

hires out for other functions.  

Whether members play an accordion, other instrument or 

no instrument at all, there is singing and camaraderie by 

all that attend the Melvindale home. Special events such 

as Dinner Dances and Ethnic events like Slovenian Day, 

German Night, Czech Night, Croatian Night and Multi-

Cultural Day, provide both local or out-of-town musical 

talent and delicious food for each ethnic specialty.  

For more information please contact  

us at SAC at 313-381-3434 or   

call our Vice-President, Mike Masten, at 734-368-2240. 

 


